
Blues & Greens: 
An Artful Foodie Trip of Florida’s Gulf Coast 

Sarasota, Key West, and Naples 
April 13 – 20, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on our tenth Blues and Greens tour. Little did we know back in 2010 that Blues and 
Greens would be the tropical colors of our tenth adventure…we thought we had cleverly named 

a music and food tour. This Blues and Greens remains true to our mission to give you an 
artful exploration of the Florida Coast. Consider joining us on your first or your tenth food and 

arts tour with Continuing Education. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday, April 13 (D) 
   
5:30 AM----------Depart from UWM at Waukesha for O’Hare International 
 
9:00 AM----------Depart O’Hare International (flight number to come) 
 
12:52 PM EST----Arrive in Fort Myers (lunch en route—on own) 
 
2:00 PM----------Check into Art Ovation Hotel, Sarasota 
About Art Ovation 
Art Ovation Hotel, features views of the city and the marina and Bayfront Park, a year-round 
outdoor pool and artful interactions not found anywhere else. Guests of this Sarasota hotel will 
find sketchbooks, coloring pencils and a ukulele in their rooms. Local artists demonstrate their 
craft in our Artist’s Studio while guests look on. As a Sarasota art destination and champion of 
the arts, Art Ovation Hotel works to ensure the continued expression of the creative spirit that is 
unique to the city. Art Ovation serves as an active host, facilitator, patron and partner for the 
advancement of the arts, presents an evolving array of unique, immersive, artistic experiences 
supported by exceptional hospitality in a dynamic, art-centric environment. Utilizing boutique 
venues, their approach emphasizes skill and relationship building through the availability of 
internships and scholarships, curated art exhibits, live performances, tours, classes, talks and 
workshops.  
 
3:00 PM-----------Gain Sense of Place: Take an hour and rest, relax, and explore 
 
5:00 PM-----------Dinner in St. Armands Square or Siesta Key (location TBD) 
 
7:53 PM-----------Sunset on Siesta Key 
We will begin our daily ritual of watching the sunset together.  
Our first one will be special with a toast to our week of fun and sun. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday, April 14 (B, L) 
 

8:30 AM-----------Breakfast at Art Ovation Hotel 
 
10:00 AM----------Van Wezel Performing Arts Center Tour  
About the Van Wezel 
Designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, the initial construction of the 1,736-seat hall was partly funded 
by a bequest from local residents Lewis and Eugenia 
van Wezel. The architectural design was carried out 
by William Wesley Peters, of Taliesin Associated 
Architects, who used seashells as inspiration for the 
design and the purple and lavender color scheme was 
suggested by Lloyd Wright's widow,  
Olgivanna Lloyd Wright. 
 
11:30 AM----------Depart for St. Petersburg 
 
12:30 PM----------Dalí Museum with Lunch at 
Café Gala 
About The Dalí  
The Dalí Museum cares for and shares an expertly curated collection of Salvador Dalí works to 

delight and educate visitors and to provide unique 
inspiration for events, programs & special exhibits. The 
Dalí Museum celebrates the life and work of Salvador 
Dalí (1904-1989) and features works from the artist’s 
entire career. The collection includes over 2,400 works 
from every moment and in every medium of his artistic 
activity, including oil paintings, many original drawings, 
book illustrations, artists’ books, prints, sculpture, 
photos, manuscripts and an extensive archive of 
documents. Founded with the works collected by A. 

Reynolds and Eleanor Morse, the Museum has made 
significant additions to its collection over the years. 

 
 
5:00 PM-----------Return to hotel, Dinner on own in Sarasota 
 
7:30 PM-----------Knoxville, a new musical at Asolo Repertory Theatre  
Asolo Repertory Theatre will proudly present the world premiere of KNOXVILLE. This moving 
and innovative musical will feature lyrics by Lynn Ahrens, music by Stephen Flaherty and will be 
adapted and directed by Frank Galati, reuniting the dynamic 
Tony Award-winning creative team behind Ragtime, one of the 
most beloved musicals of all time. KNOXVILLE is based on 
James Agee's Pulitzer Prize-winning autobiographical novel A 
Death in the Family and based, in part, on the play All The Way 
Home by Tad Mosel.    



Wednesday, April 15 (B, L, D) 
 
8:30 AM-----------Breakfast at Art Ovation 
 
10:00 AM---------The Ringling  
About the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art 
Here, in an extraordinary place is an extraordinary 
collection of art. From the Rubens Galleries to the Turrell 
Skyspace, view the permanent collection’s treasures, the 
fascinating exhibitions from around the world and the 
classical sculptures that fill the grand courtyard. The State 
Art Museum of Florida, this awe-inspiring museum was originally 
built by famed circus impresario John Ringling as a legacy to the 
citizens of Florida. This is a place of beauty and wonder. 
 
About the Ringling Circus Museum 
Walk the wire. Squeeze into a clown car. Snap photos with a ferocious (faux) tiger. Thrill to it 
all: the parade wagons, the posters, the glittering costumes, and the cannon that shot daring 
performers through the air. Wonder at the must-be-seen-to-be-believed 44,000-piece Howard 
Bros. Circus Model and the Greatest Show on Earth Mural celebrating the entertainment that 
has delighted packed houses in great cities and small towns across America for generations. 
 
12:30 PM---------Lunch at Fins at Sharky’s  
Situated directly on the beach overlooking the coveted Venice Fishing Pier, Fins at Sharky’s 
pairs exquisite culinary creations with magnificent views of the Gulf of Mexico, creating a unique 
dining experience for all.  
 
2:00 PM----------Tour the Historic City of Venice 
Venice Florida abounds in natural beauty and splendor. Venice Florida offers something for 
everyone including beautiful Venice Beaches, its quaint downtown shopping area and the old 
Florida scenery along the Myakka River. We will have an architectural walking tour of the town 
while here. 
 
5:30 PM-----------Heavy Hors d’oeuvres Dinner at Pop’s Sunset Grille 
We’ll have a fantastic meal at Nokomis Beach’s most notable grilles…just across the bridge from 
the beautiful and serene Nokomis Beach 
 
7:00 PM-----------Drum Circle on Nokomis Beach 
What a treat to see…and if you’d like, take part in---a Drum Circle on Nokomis Beach. Drum 
Circles are weekly rituals on this beach, Siesta Key, and Englewood Beach.  Defined as,” A 
community drum circle is a collaboratively self-organized musical event created, “in the 
moment,” by all the people who participate. When we, as a community, drum together, sharing 
our spirit in the form of rhythm, it changes our relationships for the positive.” However, I’ll let 
you write your own definition once you’ve seen it. IF you MUST define it! 
 
8:30 PM-----------Return to Hotel; Early night (we have an early morning ahead) 



Thursday, April 16 (B, D) 
(Pack overnight bag/leave suitcase on bus) 
 
5:30 AM-----------Depart hotel for Ft. Myers; croissants and bagels on bus 
 
7:00 AM-----------Board Key West Express 
 
8:00 AM-----------Boat leaves shore (3.5 hour cruise) 
 
11:45 AM----------Land Ho! in KEY WEST!!! 
 
12:00 Noon-------Catch shuttle to hotel (bite to eat at hotel) 
 
12:15 PM----------Check into Key West Marriott Beachside Hotel  
The Key West Marriott Beachside Hotel is one of the highest rated Key West hotels in the 
Florida Keys. This Marriott resort hotel is set on seven lush acres with a tanning beach NOT A 
SWIMMING BEACH and waterfront pool for hotel guests. During your stay you'll be located in 
the ideal location for your Key West vacation with easy access to arts and entertainment 
throughout Key West. 
 
1:30 PM-----------Return to Downtown Key West via hotel shuttle 
  
1:30-6:00 PM-----Old Town Trolley 
Explore Key West 
Your Trolley Pass will take you to the SO many sites on Key West; Butterfly Museum, 
Hemingway House, Truman’s Florida White House, Margaritaville, Key West Cottages, and 
more. Checkout this live cam: 
https://www.keywestbutterfly.com/live-webcam 
 
 
6:00 PM------------Dinner in Key West TBD 

 

 

 
 

https://www.keywestbutterfly.com/live-webcam


Friday, April 17 (B) 
 
9:00 AM -----------Begin your day with Breakfast at hotel 
 
10:00 AM ----------Leave your bag with the concierge 
Take shuttle back to downtown and Continue to enjoy   
Key West with trolley pass 
 
   OR 
 
Stay at the hotel and take advantage of the resort amenities: golf, snorkeling, kayaking, scuba, 
spa services, etc.  
 
5:15 PM------------Board cruise to Ft. Myers (your bag and group leader {ME} will be 
waiting for you) 
 
6:00 PM------------Take off for Ft. Myers (3.5 hour cruise)  
 
9:30 PM------------Meet bus for shuttle to Naples (You will be reunited with your luggage) 
 
11:00 PM----------Check into Hyatt House 5th Ave. Naples 
At Hyatt House Naples / 5th Avenue we’ll enjoy resort-like amenities and conveniences. Relax in 
our spacious room, lounge by the pool, or stroll to nearby 5th Avenue shopping. A perfect island 
getaway in the heart of it all. 
 

  



Saturday, April 18 (B, L, D) 
 
8:00 AM-------------Breakfast at Hyatt House on 5th 
 
9:00 AM–------------Naples Farmers Market 

About the Farmers Market 
The Vanderbilt Farmers Market is located in the Galleria 
Shoppes at Vanderbilt. North Naples Largest, longest 
running, year-round, pet & family friendly Farmers Market! 
The market brings the area a great mix of vendors such as 
fresh and locally grown produce, flowers, honey, baked 
goods, specialty foods, artisans, personal care products, 
home accessories and much more! 

 
11:00 AM------------Naples Botanical Garden 
About Naples Botanical Garden 
170-acres of world-class garden paradise that 
features plants from around the world. They are also 
the youngest garden in history to receive the 
American Public Gardens Association’s prestigious 
Award for Garden Excellence. From a commitment to 
local communities, to award-winning horticultural 
design and comprehensive approach to 
sustainability, Naples Botanical Garden is truly a 
special place.  

 
12:30----------------Lunch at Food Truck Collective 
(on own) 

 
2:00 PM-------------Return to hotel; free time in Naples 
 
5:00 PM-------------Naples Princess Sunset Cruise with Dinner 
Enjoy a sunset cruise while feasting on a delicious buffet-style meal prepared fresh on board. 
While enjoying a delicious meal and gorgeous sunset, cruise Naples waters, Port Royal and the 
Gulf of Mexico in air-conditioned comfort and luxury with a narrated tour. We’ll enjoy the scenic 
views of the Intercoastal waters on Naples Bay and see the multi-million-dollar waterfront 

homes in Port Royal and Royal 
Harbor. Hopefully, we’ll catch a 
glimpse of playful dolphins and view 
local wildlife such as eagles, herons, 
pelicans and more! 
            

 
 



Sunday, April 19 (B, D) 
 
9:00 AM-------------Breakfast in Hyatt House on 5th 
 
10:00 AM-----------Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary 
About Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary 
We’ll find a gentle, pristine wilderness that 
dates back about 600 years. A 2.25-mile 
boardwalk meanders through pine flatwood, 
wet prairie, around a marsh and finally into 
the largest old growth Bald Cypress forest in 
North America. These impressive trees, 
relatives of the redwood, tower 130 feet 
into the sky and have a girth of 25 feet. 
Their massive branches are draped with 
mosses, lichens, bromeliads and ferns. The 
forest is also home to hundreds of alligators, 
otters, white-tailed deer and red-bellied 
turtles. A wide variety of wading birds, 
songbirds, raptors and the fabulous Painted 
Bunting can be seen throughout the year. Photo opportunities are available at every turn of the 
boardwalk trail. 
 
12:30 PM------------Return to Naples, lunch on own 
 
Day Excursions at Hotel TBA 
 
6:00 PM-------------Dinner at Chez Boët 
Parisian imports Lisa & Philippe Boët have been personally welcoming guests to Chez Boët since 
2003. Their cozy, chic bistro serves market-inspired French classics and dishes handed down 
through generations. Dishes are hand-crafted and freshly 
prepared at the time of ordering with locally-sourced 
ingredients. Chez Boët 's intimate ambiance and designer 
decor is matched by the warm welcome from the on-site 
owners, with Philippe serving as mixologist, and Lisa 
commanding the door and the kitchen. The full bar extends 
to a separate lounge area with sofas and club chairs, perfect 
for small plates, cocktails and wines 
by the glass. Floor-to-ceiling glass 
doors open from the main dining room 
to a covered terrace for outdoor dining 
with views of the waterside Crayton 
Cove village.  
  

 



Monday, April 20 (B) 
 
10:00 AM------------Breakfast at Hyatt House on 5th 

 
11:00 AM------------Check out of Hyatt House on 5th 
Drive to Ft. Myers with stop and adventure (TBD) en route to airport for flight home  
 
5:00 PM-------------Depart Ft. Myers 
 
7:12 PM ------------Arrive in Chicago O’Hare; Shuttle to Waukesha 

 
9:30 PM-------------Return to UWM at Waukesha Campus 
 
  


