
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kentucky Derby Experience 

The Greatest Two Minutes in Sports! 

May 4-7, 2023 

 

Thursday, May 4 (Meals: snacks on bus, dinner)  

5:30 AM CST   Meet at UWM at Washington County, lower lot  

6:30 AM CST   Meet at UWM at Waukesha, lot 6  

Depart from UWM at Waukesha campus and make our way to I-65 to head south to Kentucky. While on 

board, we’ll relax and watch a few movies to help us learn about the history of the Derby. 

 

11:30 AM   Lunch stop – now included 

12:00 PM  Continue to Louisville, KY  

2:45 PM   Arrive in Louisville, KY for a tour of the Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory  

About: Since 1884, Louisville Slugger has been producing baseball bats. What began as a small woodworking 

shop, and after the owner’s son, “Bud” Hillerich , an amateur player, became an apprentice at the age of 17 

Fun fact: Has any horse won 2 Kentucky Derbies? 

Nyquist is the second Derby winner to win the race as an undefeated two-year-old season champion. 

The 2016 Kentucky Derby, which Nyquist won by 1¼ lengths, was the horse's last win. 



and began making his own baseball bats. Rumored to have made a bat for Pete Browning in 1884, nicknamed, 

“The Louisville Slugger” and I think the rest is history! 

4:00 PM  Tour and tasting at the Frazier Kentucky History Museum. In 2018, the Frazier History 

Museum, in partnership with the Kentucky Distillers’ Association, developed the Kentucky Bourbon Trail® 

Welcome Center. This is the official starting point of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail®. We’ll have a self-guided 

museum tour and a tasting afterwards. 

5:30 PM   Group dinner in Louisville 

8:30 PM  Check into hotel in Lexington  

 

Friday, May 5 (Meals: Lunch and Dinner all you can eat/drink at Churchill Downs)  

7:00 AM   Breakfast on your own  

8:30 AM   Depart for farm tour 

About: We will visit the Old Friends Farm and walking tour of Keeneland, a 

prominent Lexington institution that is known as “the horse capital of the world”. 

Keeneland has held live race meets in April and October since 1936. The spring 15-

day meet is one of the richest in North America, with 15 graded stakes races and 

features the Blue Grass Stakes, a prep race for the Kentucky Derby. The Old Friends 

Farm is a non-profit equine retirement facility and is home to over 150 retired 

Thoroughbred athletes. Tours may vary; we will know more information closer to 

trip date! 

11:30 AM  Depart for Kentucky Oaks  

12:30 PM   Arrive at Kentucky Oaks race at Churchill Downs  

About: Modeled after the British Epsom Oaks, the first running 

of the Kentucky Oaks was on May 19, 1875 when Churchill 

Downs was known as the Louisville Jockey Club. The race was 

founded by Meriwether Lewis Clark, Jr. along with the 

Kentucky Derby. The Longines Kentucky Oaks is considered by 

some to be among the most popular horse races in American 

horse-racing society. It attracts over 100,000 people each year. 

This premier and most lucrative race for 3-year-old fillies 

(female horses) is held each year before the Kentucky Derby. 

The winning filly receives a garland of lilies, hence the term, 

“lilies for the fillies”. Many of the fans celebrate fashion and 

fundraising for women’s health issues. This is a $1.25 million Grade 1 stakes race!  



Friday's Oak Day has 13 races. The first one begins at 10:30 a.m. and the final one starts at 7:00 p.m. The 11th 

race is the Kentucky Oaks, the main event, and has a 5:51 p.m. post time. Our group will sit in padded chairs 

with backs, under covered seating in the First Turn Club. The First Turn Club provides a great view of the track 

with first and second turns, as well as in-field access. All food and beverages (alcoholic and non-alcoholic) are 

included and replenished throughout the day/evening. Unlimited concessions!  TV monitors are in every 

section, so you never miss a second of the excitement! 

 

7:00 PM   Leave for Lexington Hotel  

8:00 PM Arrive back at Lexington Hotel; You may want to grab a bite to eat to eat, but after 

eating/drinking all day, you most likely will want something small.  

 

Saturday, May 6 (Meals: Lunch and Dinner all you can eat/drink at Churchill Downs)  

7:30 AM  Breakfast on your own  

9:00 AM  Depart for Churchill Downs for The Kentucky Derby  

About: The Derby, also known as “The 

Most Exciting Two Minutes in Sports" or 

"The Run for the Roses” is the first leg of 

the American Triple Crown. Unlike the 

Preakness Stakes and the Belmont Stakes, 

The Kentucky Derby has been run every 

consecutive year since 1875.  The 

attendance at the Kentucky Derby ranks 

first in North America and usually surpasses 

the attendance of all other stakes races 

including the Preakness Stakes, Belmont 

Stakes, and the Breeders’ Cup. Nearly 

150,000 attended the Derby last year! 

Our group will sit in padded chairs with backs, under covered seating in the First Turn Club. The First Turn Club 

provides a great view of the track with first and second turns, as well as in-field access. All food and beverages 

are included and replenished throughout the day/evening. Unlimited concessions!  TV monitors are in every 

section, so you never miss a second of the excitement! Saturday’s Derby Day has 14 races. The first one begins 

at 10:30 a.m. and the final one starts at 8:30 p.m. Race 12 is the “most exciting two minutes in sports” is at 

6:57 p.m. and immediately after will be the presentation of the trophy and the Garland of Roses. 

Fun Fact: What do you wear to Oaks Day? 

While the official Oaks Day dress code is similar to that of all other Spring Racing days (i.e. jeans, torn 
clothing, casual footwear, shorts, leggings or caps are strictly forbidden) the unofficial dress code is 
"feminine and floral". 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00/9:00 PM  Depart for Lexington Hotel – enjoy the evening on your own  

 

Sunday, May 7 

7:30 AM  Breakfast on your own  

9:00 AM EST   Depart for Waukesha  

12:00 PM   Lunch stop on your own  

3:30 PM  Return to UWM at Waukesha  

 

 

 

Fun Fact: Who was the fastest horse in 
Kentucky Derby history? 

Secretariat 
The course record was set in 1973 by Secretariat, who 
finished in 1:59 2/5. (The runner-up in that race, Sham, 
finished two and a half lengths behind Secretariat, 
which some observers believe meant that he also 
broke two minutes, but only winners' times were 
then recorded.) 
 
 

The official drink of the Derby since 1983, the mint julep is a 

must-try! Behind the scenes, bartenders and waiters are 

producing and delivering an estimated 120,000 mint juleps 

over a two-day racing card. That's not quite one julep per 

spectator (a record crowd of 170,000-plus attended in 2015), 

but nonetheless a competitive ratio that blows through 

10,000 bottles of Bourbon ("Old Forester," from the folks at 

Brown-Forman, is the official supplier these days) and 

60,000 tons of ice, ice, baby. And let us not forget 1,000 

pounds of fresh mint. 

-Town & Country Magazine 
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